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Moreover, this forecast, the almost nonexistent flexibility in Project Operations due to environmental
demands, and the policies evident in the drait CVPIA PEIS, undeniably confirm the Department’s emphasis
on environmental benefits at the expense of" human needs and concerns. At a time when hundreds of
millions of dollars and millions of acre feet of water resources are being dedicated to environmental
benefit purposes, this policy and program direction is unconscionable to us. It should, at the very least,
cause you alarm. VChere is the "balanced management"? Where is there evidence that the Department
is exercising "flexibility" with regard to environmental decision making?

Notably, Interior officials are relying upon these very discriminatory policy objectives and misguided
analyses in proposing draconian changes in existing CVP water service contracts.

Mr. Secretary, in the CalFed process, you and Govemor Davis have asked for our constructive participation
in an aggressive effort to develop a Water Supply Reliability Program and an Environmental Water
Account. We have engaged in this effort intended to create a balanced water management program for
the next seven years (CalFed Stage I implementation). However, as we have worked to identify
opportunities for improved water management for all purposes, the Fish and Wildlife Service
representatives have refused to engage in any discussion of agency policy or decisionmaldng flexibility
relative to increased Trinity River flows, implementation of the CVPIA"(b)(2)" provision, water quality
management actions, or ESA-based restrictions on Project operations.

Absent creative and flexible management of all Project demands and operations, a balanced program is
not just elusive, it is impossible. Absent your leadership and oversight of your agencies’ staffto ensure
that your policy objectives are carded out, we fear that CalFed progress and resolution of the serious
water resource issues facing California is equally illusory. Finally, in a matter much closer to home,
absent your direct attention, I can only believe that the relationship between the Department of the
Interior and its CVP customers will continue to deteriorate into a one of mistrust and disappointment.

Sincerely,

~ason Peltier
Manager
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